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loved ones—his ailing mother without legs and his
daughters desperate for him to stay for good—
captures not only the pain of cultural and familial
reassimilation but also the complexities of love,
particularly once Sanchez begins to consider
returning to the States for more money.

Absurdly, Romdntico has been criticized for being too
bleak, as if to suggest that, like taqueria patrons
seeking uncomplicated cultural "flavor," we want to
hear only the bouncy serenades and not the tragic
songs, too. When Sanchez tries to get a visa to go
back to California, and we see him being ignored by
an indifferent middleman, it's a profoundly sad
moment in a film that is precisely as heart-wrenching
as its subject requires.
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