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Billed as an "immigrant tale in reverse," this TOOLS
beautifully filmed documentary follows a 57 -year -old B E-mail article
Mexican troubadour from his adopted home in San Print _article
Francisco back to his hometown in Guanajuato.

5 Digg
Carmelo Mu-iz Sinchez came north in 1998, crossing I.Del icio.us

the Rio Grande to support his family, even though
that meant leaving them. The film opens in San
Francisco's traditionally HispanicNnow hipsterN
Mission District, where Sinchez and his fellow
musicians go restaurant to restaurant performing for
gringos. We then travel with him back to the town of
Salvatierra, where his wife and daughters have been
living for years on his remitted income and his
diabetic mother is dvina. Sinchez's reunion with his

http://www.motherjones.com/arts/film/2007/01/romantico.html
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loved onesNhis ailing mother without legs and his
daughters desperate for him to stay for goodN
captures not only the pain of cultural and familial
reassimilation but also the complexities of love,
particularly once Sinchez begins to consider
returning to the States for more money.

Absurdly, Romintico has been criticized for being too
bleak, as if to suggest that, like taqueria patrons
seeking uncomplicated cultural "flavor,” we want to
hear only the bouncy serenades and not the tragic
songs, too. When Sinchez tries to get a visa to go
back to California, and we see him being ignored by
an indifferent middleman, it's a profoundly sad
moment in a film that is precisely as heart -wrenching
as its subject requires.

CLICK HERE

01/23/2007 09:57 PM

MoJoBLOG

The State of Our Healthcare Industry is
Weak

Bush Acknowledges Global Climate
Change!!!

Live Blogging SOTU...
Actual State of the Union, by the Numbers

MotherJones.com Ignores Privacy Laws in a
Blatant Attempt to Sell Advertising

Libby Case: "Recollection Problems"
Hot Promises of Geothermal Energy

Dispatch from Sundance: Bodine and Gen.
Garner Weigh In On New Iraq Movie, "No
End In Sight"

Beware Emissions Trading, Airlines Stand to
Make Billions

Libby Defense Lawyer: Scooter
Scapegoated, Culprit is Karl

~
¥ RrADIO

Learn more...
Archive

TOP STORIES THIS WEEK:

The Twelve Days of Whoopsmas

In the Shadow of Israel's Security Fence:
A Photo Essay from the Palestinian Border
Town of Wadi Fukin

Mother Jones' 2006 Media Picks

Outsourcing Victory!

Remedial Iraq Study Group

Alliance of Wimpiness: Who Will Save
Darfur?

Revel With a Cause: Liberal Satire in
Postwar America

A filmmaker's two-year journey into an
unraveling nation.

Never doubt
that a small group

of thoughtful,
committed citizens
can change the world.
Indeed, it is

the only thing
that ever hasd) @

-Margaret Mead

Share your thoughts.

ORUIM

now OnN

*zaadz

Advertisements

PROTEST BUSH. SHOW YOUR OUTRAGE
With a weeping flag tee, mug, magnet or pin. We
donate 20% of each sale.
www.RedWhiteAndFeelingBlue.com

New York Times Home Delivery

Stay informed with home delivery of the NY Times.
Read acclaimed articles daily, for as low as
$3.15/week.

Readers' Feast!

Start at the Castle, or start at GAEA...either way, in
CASTLING and TIMING the experiences are
unforgettable.

George W. Band Concert T-shirts
Vintage “George W. Band - Wreakin' Havoc in the
Free World - World Tour" concert t-shirts from
Backwards Bush!

Jail.org Inmate Search
Criminal records, instant public records & people
search & current court records. www.jail.org

Salt Camp: HerStory Ollie Napesni

What was life like on the Rosebud Reservation in the
20th century ? Find out in this enchanting Lakota
memoir.

DONATE TODAY

Our reporting stays
independent thanks to
contributions from
people like you!

CLICK TO SUPPORT

http://www.motherjones.com/arts/film/2007/01/romantico.html

media

ponsortium

1 OEBORAM TANNEN
! Sot AR & DALRHTERS
I

. L] DAL SUSAN LOVE

Da Vinci Code

ANLPZRANC

= GREED
ABORTIONS ™
 “PARADISE”

Spotlight on
MS. MAGAZINE

SUBSCRIBE NOW

Page 2 of 3



Romantico 01/23/2007 09:57 PM

COMING TO DVD

A comprehensive
collection of our
first three decades

This article has been made possible by the Foundation for National Progress , the Investigative Fund of Mother Jones, and gifts from generous readers like you .
© 2007 The Foundation for National Progress

About Us Support Us Advertise  Ad Policy Privacy Policy Contact Us Subscribe  RSS

http://www.motherjones.com/arts/film/2007/01/romantico.html Page 3 of 3



