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Cinematic Fantastic
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The Ground Truth Patricia Foulkrod's
shattering expose of the psychic toll the war in
Iraq has taken on the men who fight it, and
how the government often turns its back on
them when they return home, refusing to
acknowledge that they are suffering from
posttraumatic stress disorders. A powerhouse
of a movie.
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Crossing the Bridge: The Sounds of Istanbul German director
Fatih ("Head On") Akin takes us on a revelatory musical tour of
Istanbul, from traditional to Turkish hip-hop, offering not just great
musical delights but a fascinating glimpse into that city's unique and
contradictory multicultural identity, straddling East and West. I
rushed out to buy a Sezen Aksu CD after hearing her unforgettable
songs.

The War Tapes Iraq again. What makes Deborah Scranton's film
unique is that it offers us a view of the war through the eyes of
three National Guardsmen who fought there. Each was given a mini-
DV camera to film their experience there, and upon their return.

• Movies

• Music

• Books

• TV

• Art & Design

• Performances

advertisement

advertisement



12/27/2006 09:45 AMReview: The Best Movies of 2006 - Best of the Arts - MSNBC.com

Page 2 of 3http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/16191042/site/newsweek/page/4/

Local News
Newsweek
Multimedia
Most Popular
NBC NEWS

Today Show
MSNBC TV
Nightly News
Meet the Press
Dateline NBC

DV camera to film their experience there, and upon their return.
Here's the real skinny; it's not pretty, but it's essential viewing.

Jonestown: The Life and Death of People's Temple A deeply
unsettling portrait of Jim Jones's tragic transformation from an
idealistic, socially progressive Indiana preacher to the
megalomaniac, drug-addled monster who choreographed the mass
suicide of his followers. Stanley Nelson's haunting film, informed by
the voices of the few survivors of Jonestown, can give you
nightmares.

Neil Young: Heart of Gold Jonathan Demme's lovely tribute
documents Young's "Prairie Wind" concert at the Ryman Auditorium
in Nashville. Filmed just weeks before Young's operation for a brain
aneurysm, the film, and the concert, are haunted by a sense of
mortality. Anyone who loves Young's music will love this; those of a
certain age may find it produces repeated lumps in the throat.

Once again, it was a strong year for documentaries, and many other
titles deserve mention. Among the highlights: "An Inconvenient
Truth"; "Leonard Cohen: I'm Your Man"; "Why We Fight";
"Abduction: The Megumi Yokota Story"; "Street Fight"; "God Grew
Tired of Us"; "Heart of the Game"; "Our Brand is Crisis"; "Sketches
of Frank Gehry"; "Romantico"; "My Country, My Country";
"Screamers."
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