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ROMANTICO
by Daniel Wible
(2005-01-26)
2004, Un-rated, 80 Minutes,  
 

He’s old, slightly chubby, and a really nice guy. He’s
Mexican musician Carmelo Muniz Sanchez and he may
seem an odd choice of subject for a feature length
documentary. But as captured in Mark Becker’s exquisite “Romantico”, Sanchez wins our
hearts as a selfless provider and passionate interpreter of some of the most beautiful love
songs you’re ever likely to hear.

What was supposed to be a picture about the life of a San Francisco-based immigrant
musician (of which they are a dime a dozen), inadvertently evolved into a richly observed slice
of life tale about a man returning home, a bittersweet  immigrant tale in reverse. Before taking
this unexpected direction, the film takes the time to establish Carmelo’s daily life and rhythms,
casually shadowing the troubadour as he and his musical partner/budding alcoholic Arturo
Arias hit  up bay-area hipster dives and taquerias for basically chump change. (The two
musicians hilariously bill themselves as a trio because they’re apparently in greater demand.)
Since performing his romantico musica alone doesn’t allow Carmelo to adequately provide for
his beloved wife and two daughters back in Mexico, the 57-year old, uneducated illegal
immigrant also works at a car wash during the day.

After establishing the banalities of Carmelo’s lonely existence and the compelling tale of his
border crossing (he somehow landed in Los Angeles penniless, clueless, and a complete
stranger to the English language), “Romantico” follows him as nervously boards an airplane (a
first for him) and heads home to the sleepy Mexican village of Salvatierra. Reunited with his
family and ailing mother, Carmelo decides to stay awhile, picking up odd mariachi jobs at
weddings and funerals, all to the dismay of Arturo, left  back in San Francisco with a bottle by
his side. As life in Salvatierra shuffles along at its unhurried pace, Carmelo muses about a
troubled 11-year stretch in his life that was set right by a drop of holy water. Meanwhile,  his
long-suffering, diabetes-stricken mother thankfully passes on and Arturo is checked into rehab.
Through it all,  Carmelo remains stoic in his faith in God and undying ambition to provide a
better life for his daughters.

“Romantico” works best as a beautifully executed and inspirational work of self-sacrifice.
Though some may label it “slow”, Becker’s film is in fact, intentionally (and perfectly) paced to
match the slow rhythms of Carmelo’s day-to-day existence, whether in San Francisco or
Mexico. Becker is to be commended for his audacious choice of a subject that is indeed
fascinating, but in quiet, subtle ways. This is a story at once universal and personal enough to
render it utterly relevant and highly watchable. And though Carmelo, for all his realness and
charm, is certainly not unique in his situation, his presence in the film elevates it to a truly
cinematic level of melancholy. What a sad and lonely figure this weathered and gentle old man
strikes. His lifestyle is a mostly thankless one and for all his faith in God and tireless hustle,
he’s rewarded with little except for the occasional chance to embrace his children. For men like
Sanchez, these minor rewards are worth more than gold.

 

EXQUISITE CORPSE
THE PUFFY CHAIR
BLACK SUN
FOUR FUNNY FAMILIES
TRAVELLERS & MAGICIANS
PEACE, PROPAGANDA, & THE PROMISED LAND

THE WILD PARROTS OF TELEGRAPH HILL
THE PERFECT PARTY
ASSISTED LIVING
AMERICAN WAITRESS, NEW MEXICO

Did the "Batman Begins" Super Bowl
TV spot  get  you excited to see the
movie?

1) Yes. I'm finally excited about this
one.
2) No. Still not  convinced this will
be any good.
3) I was already excited! I'm in my
Batman jammies right now!

ONG BAK
BOOGEYMAN
THE WEDDING DATE
RORY O'SHEA WAS HERE
BOOGEYMAN
ALONE IN THE DARK
HIDE AND SEEK
MILLION DOLLAR BABY
ARE WE THERE YET?
ASSAULT ON PRECINCT 13
THE AVIATOR
ELEKTRA
COACH CARTER
IN GOOD COMPANY
WHITE NOISE
WHITE NOISE
THE WOODSMAN
DARKNESS
A VERY LONG ENGAGEMENT
A TALE OF TWO SISTERS
THE MERCHANT OF VENICE
THE ASSASSINATION OF RICHARD
NIXON
A LOVE SONG FOR BOBBY LONG
THE LIFE AQUATIC WITH STEVE
ZISSOU
HOTEL RWANDA
ANDREW LLOYD WEBBER'S THE
PHANTOM OF THE OPERA
MEET THE FOCKERS
BEYOND THE SEA
FLIGHT OF THE PHOENIX
LEMONY SNICKET’S A SERIES OF
UNFORTUNATE EVENTS

Weekend of February 4 - 6
1/0 Boogeyman $19.5/$19.5
2/0 The Wedding Date $11.0/$11.0
3/2 Are We There Yet? $10.4/$51.0
4/1 Hide and Seek $8.9/$35.7
5/3 Million Dollar Baby $8.7/$34.6
6/6 The Aviator $5.4/$75.9
7/4 Meet the Fockers $5.0/$265.3
8/8 Sideways $4.8/$46.8
9/7 Racing Stripes $4.4/$40.5
10/5 Coach Carter $4.4/$59.5

SUB ROSA AROMA
I SPIT ON YOUR CORPSE, I PISS
ON YOUR GRAVE (DVD)
LAST HOUSE ON HELL STREET
(DVD)
THE CHRISTMAS SEASON
MASSACRE (DVD)
TIM RITTER: B MOVIES THAT
DESERVE AN "A"
MIKE LYDDON: A PARTNER IN
CRIME
RON BONK: BUZZING THE BARE
BUDGETS
ERIC STANZE: THE GHOUL, THE
BAD AND THE UGLY
THE BRIDE OF FRANK (DVD)
VAMPIRE JUNCTION (DVD)
SUPER BADASS (DVD)
VAMPIRE CARMILLA and GAME OF
PLEASURE (DVD)
INCUBUS (DVD)
MALEFIC/RAISING HELL – B-
MOVIE THEATER DOUBLE
FEATURE (DVD)
HELLINGER / HOLY TERROR – B-
MOVIE THEATER DRIVE-IN



DOUBLE FEATURE (DVD)
THE MUTILATION MAN (DVD)
DEMON LOVER/ GARGOYLE GIRLS
(DVD)
PHOBIAS
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